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In today's Friday sermon, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih V (aa) spoke about the Battle of Hamraul-Asad. For this
battle, the Holy Prophet Muhammad (sa) and his companions, may Allah be pleased with them all, set out
the day after the Battle of Uhud. Muslims had suffered significant losses in the Battle of Uhud. Huzoor
spoke about the great leadership of the Holy Prophet (sa), the sacrifices of Muslims, and the obedience of
the companions (ra) in reference to this battle.

After the Battle of Uhud, the Holy Prophet (sa) received news that the Quraysh of Makkah intended to
launch another attack on the Muslims. He sought advice from Hazrat Abu Bakr and Hazrat Umar, may
Allah be pleased with them both. The next morning, the Holy Prophet (sa) instructed Hazrat Bilal (ra) to
announce that the Muslims were commanded to prepare for battle. Only those who had participated with
us in the Battle of Uhud were to join us.

Huzoor (aa) recalled the sacrifices of the companions of the Prophet. Many companions were wounded,
and many Muslims had been martyred in the Battle of Uhud the day before. Despite this, when the
command came from the Holy Prophet (sa), these devoted souls of love and loyalty tended to their
wounds, took up their arms, and once again set out for battle. We read about a companion named Hazrat
Usaid bin Uzair (ra). He had nine wounds on his body. He had just started applying medicine when he
heard the call for another battle. He didn't even apply medicine to his wounds and immediately went out
in obedience to the Prophet's command. Moreover, it is mentioned that forty wounded Muslims from the
Banu Salama tribe, still in their injured state, presented themselves to the Holy Prophet (sa) ready to obey
his command. The Prophet (sa) prayed for them: "O Allah, have mercy on the Banu Salama."

This is why Allah has praised the companions of the Messenger extensively in the Quran so that blessings
are sent upon them until the end of time. Allah Almighty says:
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"Those who responded to Allah and the Messenger after injury had struck them. For those who did good
among them and feared Allah is a great reward." (Surah Al Imran, Verse 173)

Huzoor also mentioned the sacrifices and leadership of the Messenger of Allah (sa). It is mentioned
regarding the Prophet that he set out for this battle in such a condition that his blessed face was injured,
his teeth were broken, both lips were wounded from the inside, his right shoulder and both knees were
also wounded. He first went to the mosque, performed two Raka’at of prayer. and then intended to set
out for the battle.

Huzoor (aa) narrated the incident of two Ansari brothers, companions of the Prophet (sa), Hazrat Abdullah
bin Sahal and Hazrat Rafi bin Sahal. Both were severely wounded in the Battle of Uhud. They heard that
the next day the Prophet of Allah (sa) had called for the Battle of Hamra al-Asad. When they heard this,
one said to the other that if we couldn't participate with the Prophet of Allah (sa) in the battle, it would
be a great loss for us. We don't have any means of transportation, and we don't know how we will manage
this journey. Then they decided to embark on the journey walking. Hazrat Rafi said that due to the wounds,
| can't walk. His brother said that we will slowly move towards the Prophet of Allah (sa). Both were
wounded but supported each other, and at night, they reached Hamra al-Asad. When they both arrived,
the Prophet of Allah (sa) asked them what had delayed them, meaning why they arrived after everyone
else. They explained their condition. The Prophet (sa) prayed for both of them and said that if you are
granted a long life, you will find horses and camels as rides. You have come on foot now, but if you are
given a long life, you will see all this. But remember, those rides will not be better for you than this journey
of hardship. This means that the reward of sacrifices during this difficulty is greater than the ease.

In the end, Huzoor (aa) mentioned the martyrdom of Mukarram Faraz Tahir Sahib. He was 30 years old.
He was working as a security guard in a shopping mall in Australia. An attacker launched an assault there,
injuring 12 people with a knife and killing 6. Mukarram Faraz Tahir Sahib bravely tried to stop the attacker,
during which he was also martyred. Leaders of Australia, including the Prime Minister and the Premier,
have praised his bravery. He is being called a national hero. He was regular in prayers and a person who
respected community officials. May Allah elevate his station in paradise!
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